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We would like to take this opportunity to remind you of some 
forthcoming grant deadline dates which might be of interest to a num- 
ber of researchers. 


NSERC STRATEGIC GRANTS . 


As you know, the Strategic Grants Program is outlined in the 
1984-85 NSERC Awards Guide, Paragraphs 80-99. The objectives of this 
Program are "to provide support for the initiation or the acceleration 
of substantial projects or programs in certain areas of national 
concern ... and to make greater contributions towards the under- 
standing or solution of problems of national concern through specific 
applied research projects having potential for relatively short-term 
socio-economic benefits or through more basic research activities 
designed to develop knowledge in areas of socio-economic importance". 
The Strategic Grants are offered to both individuals and groups to 
assist with the direct operating costs of research projects or the 


purchase of equipment necessary for a research program in any of the 
following areas: 


- biotechnology 

- communications and computers 
- energy 

- environmental toxicology 

- food/agriculture 

- oceans 


In addition to the above, there is an "open" area and this year 


NSERC is introducing a new area entitled "Industrial Materials and 
Processes". 


There will also be a Strategic Conference Grants Program 
similar to the regular Conference Grants Program except that it is 
to provide support for Conferences on strategic topics. I understand 
that NSERC's budget for the Strategic Programs has been increased this 
year partly to provide additional funds for the new Programs, i.e., 
Conferences, new field area and to sustain the support for existing 
research projects. 


NSERC STRATEGIC GRANTS (Cont'd) 


There will also be new application forms. The deadline 
date will be the same as in previous years, i.e., APRIL 24 to us and 
May 1 to Ottawa. The application forms should be in around the end 
of March or beginning of April. Please remember when telephoning 
the office for copies of the application forms to indicate the 
field of interest. 


ENVIRONMENT CANADA 


We recently received a letter from Environment Canada 
Inland Waters Directorate informing us that funding for the Water 
Resources Research Support Program was greatly reduced and that, 
in future, a reduced number of projects would be funded. They 
have, however, suggested that water research should be considered 
as an area of national concern and that it be identified within the 
NSERC Strategic Grants Program. Since this suggestion was not ac- 
cepted by NSERC, it is recommended that any researcher involved in 
water research should apply under the "open" category for support 
within the NSERC Strategic Program. We pass this on to you for your 
information. 


SSHRC 
tee ee 


A reminder that the second deadline for research grants 
to SSHRC will be MAY 8 to this office for awards to be announced 
in December. 


In addition, many of you have been asking us for informa- 
tion regarding publication grants for assistance with learned 
journals. We have just been informed that the moratorium on 
applications has been extended to June 1985. 


HEALTH AND WELFARE CANADA 


Health and Welfare Canada with regard to their National 
Health Research and Development Program (NHRDP) recently noted that 
for the fiscal year 1983-84 and probably for the next few years, 
NHRDP will change its practice of providing 100% of the amounts 
approved annually for research awards in the form of advanced 
payments. NHRDP will now withhold a portion of the approved funds 
regardless of whether or not the awards are in their final year. 
This, however, will not affect Student Fellowships, but it will 
affect research projects and some of the career awards. They have 
given three reasons for the change in practice: 


1. Year-end financial statements, on behalf 
of investigators, have revealed significant 
sums of unspent funds for which NHRDP was 
not notified in advance, nor was the carry- 
over approved. Since the total amount of 
funds involved was unacceptable thus preventing 
reallocation of those funds to special research 
funding situations, NHRDP feels it must be able 
to maintain control over its annual distribution 
of funds. 


a 
HEALTH AND WELFARE CANADA (Cont'd) 


2. In addition, due to a variety of reasons, 
a very large number of year-end financial 
statements was received after the deadline 
date. This too had an effect on the ability 
of NHRDP to reallocate funds, or to provide 
particular support to researchers' unantici- 
pated expenses. 


3. Since NHRDP is a small funding program with a 
diverse and demanding clientele, and their 
numbers far exceed their capacity for support, 
they would like to make sure that they meet the 
many demands put to them. 


The above action will result in most research centres receiving 

approximately 3/4 of the research funds approved within the year 
and a final payment will be made on receipt of the statement of 

expenditure submitted to NHRDP by May 31. A copy of this letter 
is available to anyone on request. 


FCAC - ACTION CONCERTEE - HIGHWAY SAFETY 


This is to inform you that we have received the 
application forms and brochures regarding the Action Concertee - 
on Highway Safety. The deadline date to us will be APRIL 19. 
Anyone interested in any aspect of this program should call 
this Office (5850) for a copy of the brochure and application 
form. For 1984-85 the main broad areas of interest are: 


(a) Awareness of the behaviour of highway 
users. 


(b) Awareness of accident factors. 
(c) Means for preventative action. 
LRG - 1984-85 
This is a reminder that we have now issued to all faculty 
going on leave for 1984-85 the Notice regarding the LRG. If, per 
chance, you have not received a copy, would you please call this 
office. Should your leave be starting only in January 1985, it is 
important that you complete the form at this time as well. 
CASA SEED 
A reminder that the CASA Seed deadline is MARCH 30. 


This deadline must be respected. No application will be accepted 
after this date. Application forms are available from this office. 
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